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i REPLY REFER TO b,

FiLE No. 27

AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

AMERICAN CONSULATE
Accra, Gold Coast
July 20, 1942
L-166 p1/3

My sweet,

I didn't know how-right I was when I wrote you last week
that you might receive a letter from me in Accra on day, Just as
dy'shqippation got worse and woree, and very shortly

S vy A nMchlqlg requesting Mr,
Shantz to send either Maec or me up to him until assistance
could arrive. Once again I volunteered to go, and this time Mr,

Shantz accepted my offer, I left Lagos Thursday, the 16th, and
Andy was at the airport to meet me, smiling more broadly than usual,
From that time on I have not had an idle moment. It 1g like Lagos
was during the time I was there alone, only possibly even worse,

We have been going at it hot and heavy, and I can say
withput exaggeration that my being here has been an enormous advan-
tage/ for Andy. He has mountalns of unanswered correspondence
piled up on his desk, and about halg of it has now been transferred
to mine., The main difference between here and Lagos, as it was
before, is that here there is practically nothing to work with,

They have one typewriter that 1s fit to use ( this one), and I

wouldn't even get near it if 1t weren't after midnight., The way

thinge have been going, I don't think 1t likely that I will have any
other chance to write for some time., I asked about sending a cable

but due to the extraordinsry circumstances prevailing here, the sending
of private messages is not permitted. So it will have to be a

letter, and not a very long one at that,

It I ever get back to Lagos, (end I eincerely hope I will)
I will really appreclate what 1t meane to work in an office that has
blotters on the desks, statlionery, carbon paper, rulers, erasers
and about forty-'leven other thinge that make an office go. Angd,
at the same time, I can appreciate what Andy has been putting up
with all this time. He hasn't always had even this degree of com-
fort. He has one thing we haven't got: a good white stenographer,
She 1s & Mrs, Millar, and her husband is with the Gold Coast police,
She 1e& a very eyesome morsel, and I'm sure you would be Jealous 1if
you could see her, However, you wouldn't need to be, because
I am your =sxclusive property, to have and to hold, now and forewsr.

Th= chang= of type indicates s change of day. It is now
July 23rd. Just as I was writing th= above, the gimy cipher man
who was doing some massages with our code, finished his work and

I clossd up shops, as it was about 1:15, I didn't try to do any moie
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on the letter at that time. S$nce then, every day has been full until
an advanced hour in the =vening. It isn't glways that we can get
an Army cipher man, and usually I have to do the dirty work myself.
This is one of the typewritars I mentioned above as not baing fit
‘to use, It certainly isntt. It must have been on the Gold Coast
for sbout 20 ysars, and to say that it has saen bstter days would
be a terrific understatement. The insidss are all eovered with
rust, and, as you have notivad, the type is all out of line. How-
aver, it is sufficisnt to pesrmit me t0 say that I leve you just as
d3sperately as ever, and that I hope the time mgy soon come whepn
we will really bes together, I have Jjust sesn a copy of a des-
patch %o the Dﬂpa¢tm3nt from Mr. Shantz resgarding my temporary
detail to noera, saylng that he sxpscts that I will b2 needed in
lagos and urging the Depaitment to take steps soon to give pndy the
necessaly assistance. He pointed out that aAndy is already dus for
homs. leavs ond adésé-thas. I soon would be and Iequested the Depali-
ment Lo kesp that in minmd dn -divic : Laign. 5@1?1@3 pars
sonnel who are just returning from JaLan. Th? Depaitwesnt has pro=

ised to ssnd a clerk or vice consul for pcera and snothsr Consul
and a clerk for lagos. Actually, they have the order mized - dsal
old Department. As I wrote befors, accra is the big center aow,
and they should have at least a Consul, Vies Consul and one gmeri-
can clerk who can b2 used =ither for ciphzrs o1 as a confidential
stenographer here at accim. All we need at lagos is s goed clerk
to replaes those two dud women we have working for us., Well, I
guess we will just have to wait and see., Anyway, I hope his mens
tion of the fact that I will soon bs due for home lsavs will do some
good. For this Ieason, I am anxious to have andy go homs as soon
as possible, as there is no chance of my getting leave until he
has gons, sinc® he has been out longer than I.

I haventt had any lettsr from you since tha one of Juns
29th, o0i any other mail either. Today a pouch eams up from lagos,
probably mailed this morning, and they would hsve s2nt any mail
up. I'm wondering about where you should address your next latter.
As I dentt expect to be hers more than a month at the most, it
would despend to a certain extesnt on when you get this and whsn :
you-weite nexteokegve it this wayy i you send-lstter-by regular
or company mail, send it to lagos; if% will only lose a couple of
days that way. IL it come by special ecourier or by Depaitment of
State pouch, address it to Acera, as the "courier® would pirobably
stay ovar night hers outbound as well as homs bound. I am very
anxious to hsar whethsr you hava got the divorce out of ths way
and what you did about the passport. I do so wigh you could come
overt 7You would certainly enjoy life here in spite of whas the
lady with the baby said. By ®"here", I mean lagos, since thsre
isn't anyplacs to live hare., I wish I would g2t a wire that you
wars coming; maybe I could ariange to fly up to Tish lake to mmet
you; wouldn't that be fun ¢ What a shams that itts so hard to get
epst from the U.8. Thare is no piticular trouble gbout getbting =
passage from here to the States. Th2 last Isopoldvills Clipper
cleansd out all the non-pidority passengers in lagos, and Iecently
a coupls of-missionaries got air passage from accra without dif-
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ficulty. I keep hoping maybe ths situation will improve; and
perhaps it will. Who knows 2 A y=2ar ago it would have. been im-
possible to fly to Africa a% all, and now look at it

I have just had a struggls with ths mean, wreétched,
filthy ribbon of this antique, broken-down uschine, and it has not
impioved my temper to any ertent. andy is not an easy person to.
work with, and it*s a good thing that I'm as easy going as I am.

1 think I ean stand it bstter than most, but it's a blt wearing at
times. He has certainly had to put up with a lot since he has

beesn here' and has done a vely cieditable job. 7Tven with a tiainsd
staff and adeyus e equipment, hs would have had his hands more than
full, and it is a milacle that hs has bean aile to stand it without
solte“eind. of 8 Disakdown.. I think-l would have bsen s wisck undeld
simila L. ciZcums tATesse.

The weather is very cool and plsadant-here gt this time
of year. I imagine it is much plessanter-them dt-is in MioTepseag
am sitting now facing an open window thiough which a faint Dresze
is blfing. It was light when I steitsd, but now it is dark, ex-
cept for a bit of lisht caused by ths moon, ‘hich isn*t in sight
from whare I sit, facing th2 Wsst and you. Ceitainly no one has :
had any reason to complain during the last couple of months, sxcept
possibly that it rained too much in lagos. a fellow told me last
night that there ware seven inches of rain in one day in Iagos
towsrds ths 2nd of June, but during July there has been much less
fain and there is moie chance for my towsls to dry out so Bhat they
don't a1l smedl like wet dogs. Thers is one thing about this house
you might not liks. 8svslal times every evening, bats coms in and
Soal around through the room - sveiything is opshlto the air, of
course., I don's 1liks bats at all. They ars among the few aninmfals
that I don't gat along with. However, they haventtd flown in anyonsts
face y2t, and andy welcomes them becsuse they sweep: up the mos-
guitees when th3:y coms .ine.

s L @esh, T pusss jusbucoding telegrams doesntt give g psIson
“HUEH e Ball about, =specially simce -thessubjecte-ere-gil-wamontions—
abléiin1 Ieally dontt know what to say, 2xc2pt . that I need you sven |
moxs than usual, sbinz in & strange place, I find it very tiriang
being a gusst a1Y the times. B®xceept for the desire to help out, I
would be BAppy to rsturn to lagos tomorrow; as it is, fthe first

week has gone by, so it wonts bs too long until I go back. I wish
that you were cming - but then, I said that before, didantt I?

We will be a fine couple, darling. Tayb2 nsither of us ale very
foreaful ol pushing, but I think whenf the two of us are together,

we will have one goed unit of couiage bewwesn us. pActually, you

must have a gieat deal of courage, sweethsart, to have made the
deeisions you have had to mske. I have bsen the one who has besen
lacking. I think, though, when we are together, you will give me

the backing I need to sort of stiffen me uwp a bit; I would .do

much more for you than I ever would for myself, I hops I will

get a chanese to prove it s00n.

and so, good night, derling. I leve you very much. .
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